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but all other Nations are debarr'd Commerce there, except the Chinese,,
and by their Means the English come in for a Share of their Pepper, as
our Ships pass through the Straights of Banka.

Pullambam lies about eight Leagues from the Sea, on the Banks of a large
River, which divides it self into several Branches, and they disembogue
at four Mouths into the Sea. The Dutch keep two small Sloops cruising
about those Mouths of the River, to prevent Smuggling, but I and many
others have found Ways and Means to lade our Ships full with Pepper,
notwithstanding the strict Guard. An hundred Pounds to the King,
and as much to the Dutch Chief, make a Cargo of a thousand Bahaars
easily procur'd.

The Pullambam Pepper is very foul, in so much that we seldom find less
than i o or 12 per Cent. Garblage, but then we buy it for nine Pieces of
Eight a Bahaar. The Dutch lade off about 3000 Tuns per Annum., from
this Place, and the Chinese and Natives lade off as much more. The
Natives are obliged to carry theirs to Batavia, and sell to the Dutch Com-
pany, but if they meet with a Market by the Way, they'll embrace it;
for the Company's Payment being most in Cloth at high Rates, they are
not fond of trading with them.

The Dutch Company formerly drove a good Trade in Ophium, at Pullam-
bam, which (like French Claret and Brandy) drew much ready Gash out
of his Country, as those do out of ours, but in Anno 1708. the King ordered
only the Importation of three Chests, each containing about 160 Pound
Weight, and if Smugglers were detected, they paid their Goods and Lives
for their Disobedience.

The Island of Banka lying so near the Coast of Pullambam., I'll take a
View of it as I pass along. It is about fifty Leagues long, and sixteen
broad, some Places being broader, and some narrower. For about 30
Leagues it faces the Sumatra Coast, keeping between 3 and 6 Leagues
distant. The Entrance from the Southward being farthest distant in the
Streights of Banka, at the Mouth of which is the Island of Lucipara, a
small barren Island, which sends forth Sand Banks almost three Leagues
towards the Coast of Sumatra. And within a Mile of that Shore, where
the Chanel is deepest, there are but four Fathoms and an half Water, but
the Bottom is soft.

About 12 Leagues from the North End is the Place of the King's
Residence. In 1710. a Son of the King of Pullambam was King, and a Fire
accidentally happening in a Village, when the Fire was extinguished, they
chanced to find much melted Metal under the Rubbish, which proved to
be Tin. The King ordered his People to dig a little into the Ground, and